
The tough time of mourning in Stagecoach (1939)

Abstract
We address the analysis of a brief sequence of Stagecoach (1939) by John Ford, in which Ringo Kid reveals his
authentic name as well as confesses to doctor Josiah Boone that the boy whose arm he treated, was murdered.
It emerges then, in the film with all the intensity, the melancholy for the dead brother, Ringo’s brother, but also,
without a doubt, the brother of John Ford, who died shortly after birth, when the film director was only four years
old. We can observe in this sequence the sublimatory potency of Ford’s art, of which we show some examples.
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Resumen
Abordamos el análisis de una breve secuencia de Stagecoach (1939), de John Ford. En ella Ringo Kid, además
de revelar cuál es su auténtico nombre, cuenta al doctor Josiah Boone que el chico al que éste arregló en su día
un brazo murió asesinado. Emerge entonces en el filme, y en toda su intensidad, la melancolía por el hermano
menor muerto. El hermano de Ringo, pero también, sin duda, el hermano del propio Ford, Daniel, muerto a poco
de nacer y cuando el cineasta tenía tan sólo cuatro años. En esta secuencia se puede apreciar la potencia subli-
matoria de la forma artística fordiana, de la que mostramos varios ejemplos. 

Palabras clave: La diligencia. John Ford. Melancolía. Duelo. 

Ringo: Right name´s Henry.
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Ringo: My friends just call me
Ringo. Nickname I had as a kid.

Doc: Seems to me I know your family, Henry.
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Ringo: Are you Doc Boone?  

Doc: Didn´t I fix your arm when you were… oh, bucked off a
horse?
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Ringo: That was my kid brother, broke his arm.

Ringo: You did a good job, Doc.
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Ringo: Even if you was drunk.

Doc: Your health, Reverend.
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Doc: What happened to that
boy, whose arm I fixed?
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